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Today we are launching a campaign called “HeForShe.”

CRONRNGING PROPIL 4O CHOCRR 40 SUPPOY+ Ney.

| am reaching out to you because | need your help. We want to end gender inequality—and
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to do that we need everyone to be involved.
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I was appointed six months ago and the more | have spoken about feminism the more | have
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hating. If there is one thing | know for certain, it is that this has to stop. -
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"~ For the record, feminism by definition is: “The belief that men and women should have
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equal rights and opportunities. It is the theory of the political, economic and social equality
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of the sexes.”
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| started questioning gender-based assumptions when at eight | was confused at being ——my
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When at 14 | started being sexualized by certain elements of the press. ———— o LCONCHA @,
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might give birth to a child one day. These influencers were the gender equality ambassadors™|
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Pevconay that made me who | am today. They may not know it, but they are the inadvertent feminists
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And if you still hate the word—it is not the word that is important but the idea and the
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Yo conmYvGSambition behind it. Because not all women have been afforded the same rights that | have.
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In fact, statistically, very few have been.

In 1995, Hilary Clinton made a famous speech in Beijing about women’s rights. Sadly many
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But what stood out for me the most was that only 30 per cent of her audience were male.

How can we affect change in the world when only half of it is invited or feel welcome to
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Men—I would like to take this opportunity to extend your formal invitation. Gender equality
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Because to date, I've seen my father’s role as a parent being valued less by society despite
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_ I've seen young men sufferlng from mental illness unable to ask for help for fear it would
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know if | am qualified to be here. All | know is that | care about this problem. And | want to
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And having seen what I've seen—and given the chance—I feel it is my duty to say

something. English Statesman Edmund Burke said: “All that is needed for the forces of evil

to triumph is for enough good men and women to do nothing.”

In my nervousness for this speech and in my moments of doubt I've told myself firmly—if
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" until 2086 before all rural African girls will be able to receive a secondary education.
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If you believe in equality, you might be one of those inadvertent feminists | spoke of earlier.

And for this | applaud you. s 5 &
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We are struggling for a uniting word but the good news is we have a uniting movement. It is
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\anguage called HeForShe. | am inviting you to step forward, to be seen to speak up, to be the "he" for

"she". And to ask yourself if not me, who? If not now, when?
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