FUTILITY

Move him into the sun -
Gently its touch awoke him once,
At home, whispering of fields unsown.
Always it woke him, even in France,
Until this morning and this snow.
If anything might rouse him now
The kind old sun will know.

Think how it wakes the seeds, -
Woke, once, the clays of a cold star.
Are limbs, so dear-achieved, are sides,
Full-nerved, - still warm, - too hard to stir?
Was it for this the clay grew tall?
- O what made fatuous sunbeams toil
To break earth's sleep at all?

· Move him into the sun = like an officer directing his men. Juxtaposes the tranquillity of England to the battlefields of France 

· Gently its touch awoke him once, At home, whispering of fields unsown. = always woken by the sun, even in the unnatural environment of war. Asks question of “the sun has woken him everyday of his life, why not today?” Reference to home signifies peace, safety and release. Fields unsown – the potential of his life remains unknown due to his premature death.

· Always it woke him, even in France = always – shows desperation and refusal to accept that he is dead

· Until this morning and this snow. = describes situation of how the man has hypothermia

· If anything might rouse him now The kind old sun will know = positive personification of sun seems encouraging, However it appears like a child like nursery rhyme which suggests that Owen knows that no rousing will take place, no matter how much he would like it to

· Think how it wakes the seeds = emphasises the metaphorical link between the sun as the life giver

· Woke once the clays of a cold star = shows how the sun began creation

· Are the limbs, so dear-achieved, are sides = This shows how important it is to be alive, emphasises how people are so dearly created, therefore life should be considered more precious

· Full-nerved, -still warm –too hard to stir? = shows how they refuse to believe the man is dead, as they believe there is still life in him. Rhetorical question pose agony of why??

· Was it for this the clay grew tall? = tone becomes bitter, angry, as the realisation of the futility of his death is recognised. – was this why the man was born? Rhetorical Question.

·  O  what made fatuous sunbeams toil To break Earth’s sleep at all? = fatuous – silly. What was the point of creating life, if it is just going to be destroyed? Rhetorical question, Owen questions the purpose of life itself, and asks readers to think if it is all for nothing.


· Owen is angry at war, it has killed the man and nothing can rouse him.

· the nameless young man who dies is a representative of those who die needlessly in war.

· Futility – the pointlessness of human sacrifice and life itself

· Owen wants readers to question the utter futility of life if it is to end on the battlefield

· The fact that he doesn’t die in war, doesn’t make him any less of a victim of it. (he is still compared as a casualty, like someone who suffers shellshock)

· Sleep = metaphorical sleep of death

· First stanza = Gentle and reflective. eager hope and expectation that the sun will rouse the man like it does any other day, shows how men futilely attempt to move the soldier back to life. Tension begins to build

· Second stanza = Becomes angry, as realises futility. anger and resentment at the sun and refusal to accept the horrible truth, turns to question the purpose of existence if innocent people die in war.

· So dearly-achieved = potential that has been totally wasted

Futility and Waste

· Present tense “Think how it wakes the seeds…” and instructional language like “Move him into the sun” provides dramatic immediacy which engages the reader.

· Sun, nature, growth and life itself shows the value of what is being senselessly  destroyed

· Concludes that the process of creation has been a waste and that Earth’s sleep should have never been broken at all

Imagery

· clay, sun and seed are the main universal images.

· Sun = waking images of life, appears heroic, seen as a force that is gentle, wise and powerful. Relates to Christian doctorine? Sun remains the only hope of resuscitation for the man, sun’s warmth is powerless to rouse him. Owen uses contrast between sun’s rejuventating power with the wintry world of death.

· Clay = building blocks of life, can represent humans, 

· Seed = growth of life, this man’s seed will never grow

· Sleeping = images of death

· Biblical references – sun = son.

Figurative Methods

· Use of rhetorical questions to express the speakers confusion as he tries to find explanation for the man’s death – “Was for this the clay grew tall?”

· Assonance used to create a mournful tone, develops atmosphere and tension of the scene – “Home sown,”

· Aliteration???

· Compound words (dear-achieved, full nerved) used to create greater thematic impact

· Personification of the sun – “the kind old sun will know” and “its touch”

Rhyme and Rhythm

· Para-rhyme (echo effect, not exact copy) e.g. ‘snow…now’ but then is fully rhymed in ‘snow…know’

· Characterised by the second word, having a lower, longer vowel tone than the first which makes the mood seem more morbid

· Reinforces the feeling of confusion, panic and anguish felt by the dead man’s comrades. 

