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Anthem for Doomed Youth


What passing-bells for these who die as cattle?�-- Only the monstrous anger of the guns.�Only the stuttering rifles' rapid rattle�Can patter out their hasty orisons.�No mockeries now for them; no prayers nor bells;�Nor any voice of mourning save the choirs, --�The shrill, demented choirs of wailing shells;�And bugles calling for them from sad shires.��What candles may be held to speed them all?�Not in the hands of boys but in their eyes�Shall shine the holy glimmers of goodbyes.�The pallor of girls' brows shall be their pall;�Their flowers the tenderness of patient minds,�And each slow dusk a drawing-down of blinds








Ironic‘celebrating young soldiers death‘ 





Church bell- Comparing young soldiers to cattle, die in groups, no individuality. Gun fire commemorating death. 





Alliteration- instead of prayers, The stutter of gunfire. Sound created.





Ceremonies which are insults. Here Owen seems to be suggesting that the Christian religion, with its loving God, can have nothing to do with the deaths of so many thousands of men 





Simile- Men die as cattle, in large groups and unknown. 





Personification- Demented shells are coming out of order unlike a choir.





No recognition of death. No bells/choir





Church candles, or the candles lit in the room where a body lies in a coffin. Owen highlighting the negativeness of the situation. Tears light up the boys eyes, not the light of the candles





Faces gone white-  flowers representing their patience. Awaiting the dead.





No commemoration, no good memories, only the horror of war on their minds.





Turning down life(turning down the blinds). Everyday lives are lost, the drawing of blinds used to represent death(Christian ritual)





Instead of the sound of bells, it’s the sound of guns mourning the dead.





Only -death can put them out of their misery.





Each slow day- waiting for the dead to arrive.





Happy ceremony





Bad destiny








